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(Research Note)

Historical research on school excursions and tourist spots

Masanao Kasai

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine school excursions in Japanese secondary education.
The school excursion is the one of the most characteristic features of Japanese secondary education.
The school excursion also trains Japanese people for tourism. The school excursion is a popular
trip in Japan. However, there has been no study of school excursion history. The school excursion
has not been an important historical research theme. But tourist spots have been encouraged to
develop local resources for tourism. Before and after World War II, Kyoto city promoted various
temples for sightseeing programs. After World War II, Nagoya city promoted programs about heavy
industry and sports stadiums. Due to Kyoto and Nagoya cities’ promotions, the school excursion has
been an important factor in the development of domestic tourist spots. We will discuss how school
excursions have been mitigating the decline in tourists, though the number of customers in spring

and autumn are still reduced.

Key words: school excursions, Japanese secondary education, tourist spots, local resources for

tourism
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