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Abstract

For small and medium-sized businesses in industrial clusters of manufacturing, Higashi-Osaka is
known as a leading area in Japan. Much attention has been paid to the various horizontal networks
between small and medium-sized businesses, the policy network of the administration which
supports it, and the cooperation and quotas for urban and product development led by residents.
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The trio of human, urban and product development provides an advanced, original way of coping
with various issues such as globalization, and the mixture of houses and factories. The feature of the
Higashi-Osaka Model can be seen in this. This article is from the above-mentioned viewpoint and is
based on an interview on the spot in March, 2012.

Key Words: Manufacturing, Higashi-Osaka, Small and Medium-Sized Business Support Networks,
Coexistence of houses and factories.
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