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Abstract

Along with the growing number of international marriage families between Japanese men and
other neighboring Asian women (Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, 2010), quite a number of
foreign mothers and their children have been facing critical situations brought about by domestic
violence (DV) and divorce. In the past, social welfare institutions and civic groups have offered
support for such DV victims. Recently, due to the amended DV Law in 2014, public institutions such
as Spousal Violence Counseling and Support Centers extended support even for the foreign residents
(Ministry of Justice, 2004).

In this article, we will discuss about the current situation and challenges concerning psychosocial
support to foreign residents in Japan suffering from DV. It is focused on Filipino women as they
remark the highest number of DV consultations according to nationality, brought to such public
institutions (Cabinet Office, 2012).
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