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Abstract

This paper sheds light on the support for cross-cultural families, i.e., families of cross-cultural

marriages in Japan from the framework of multiculturalism, a government policy intended to

guarantee foreign migrants’ human rights and racial and cultural diversities. The paper first defines

the concept of cross-cultural families, the synonymous terms, significance of the term, and surveys

the related literature. Secondly, it delineates the demographic profile of cross-cultural families.

Thirdly, the range of support schemes as well as programs of governmental and civic organizations

for cross-cultural families is also discussed. Finally, it summarizes eight interviews the authors

conducted in Metro Tokyo in 2014 as a corroborative research. This study may elicit public debate

on the support for Japan’s cross-cultural families.
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