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(Original Article)

The Effects of the Basic Plan for the Promotion of Sports on
Prefectural Sports Promotion Plans in Japan

Takanori Okimura', Sagatomo Tokuyama®

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to reveal the effects of the Basic Plan for the Promotion of Sports
(a national policy) established in 2000 by the Ministry of Education (now Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) on the prefectural sports promotion plans in Japan.
Focusing on prefectural level, 70 policies related to promotion of sports issued and implemented
between 2000 and 2011 by many local governments were collected. We compared the contents of
those local policies with the national policy and examined how the national policy influenced local
governments for the establishment of those policies. Results of this study indicated the tendency
that the national policy promoted local governments to establish policies which are related to sport,
as these local policies were planned after establishment of the national policy. Regarding contents of
those local policies, it was found some were similar to the national policy, but others were originally
planned based on local needs. Each local government tended to deal with a national policy differently,
indicating local governments are given room for autonomous decision making. It could produce
friction between local government’s autonomy and fairness of a sport policy nationally established.
Therefore, it could be a future issue how national and local level governments keep balance in sport

policies from a perspective of central-local relations.

Keywords: basic plan for the promotion of sports, policy diffusion, central-local relations
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