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A Semantic Analysis of Musubu
FUJIMORI Hidemi

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to describe the meaning of musubu. In this paper musubu is
regarded as a polysemic word. It is divided into six meanings and the semantic relationship
between them is presented.

These six meanings can be divided into two groups: 1) Four of the six have the meaning, “in
order not to separate by tying a knot.” 2) Two of the six have the meaning, “in order to make a

structure.”
The hypothesis that five meanings are derived from the origin of the polysemic word and

are motivated by metonymy and metaphor is presented.
Keywords : polysemic word, metonymy, metaphor, musubu
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